
Perhaps this can all be a picture of the cathe-

dral, with the text on the right superimposed 

over it??? 
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In addition to the daily worship of the cathe-

dral, the choir perform at least three con-

certs a year, record CDs and regularly ap-

pear on radio and television. 

Every two or three years, the Cathedral 

Choir visits venues overseas.  It has visited 

Germany, Holland, France, Ireland and un-

dertook a highly successful tour of Florida in 

2007.  This has furthered the reputation of 

Chester Cathedral, both spiritually and musi-

cally, whilst giving the choir an opportunity 

to sing in other glorious buildings. 

Chester Cathedral Choir Support Group 

The Cathedral Choir Support Group fur-

thers the work of the choir and cathedral by 

raising funds for recordings, tours and events 

for the choir. It is made up of choir parents 

who volunteer their time to this end. All 

parents of choristers are welcome to join 

this enthusiastic and friendly group. 

 

Concerts, tours and recordings 
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Choral Tradition 

Chester Cathedral is tremendously proud of its nine-hundred 

year tradition of excellence in choral singing and of the peo-

ple who help us maintain and build on those traditionsñour 

choristers and our music staff.  Singing eight choral services 

each week, shared between the boy and girl choristers and 

lay clerks, Chester Cathedral Choir sings some of the great-

est music from the fourteenth century to the present day. 

There is no choir school at Chester and 

the choristers are recruited from 

schools all over the city and surround-

ing area.  The cathedral itself provides 

bursaries for the choristers and this 

level of support, and commitment from 

the choir itself, is absolutely vital to 

maintain consistently high musical stan-

dards. 

Tradition and Choral Excellence 

òJust a note to congratulate you on the broad-

cast of Choral Evensong.  From beginning to end 

it was superbñthere was a rare quality about 

the singing that gave it a sense of fluidity and 

movement.ó  BBC radio 3 listener 

The first monks sang their chants under the Benedictine Rule 

more than 900 years ago.  Each year, the Cathedral offers op-

portunities for boys and girls to audition for a place in the 

Cathedral Choir.  Candidates are not expected to be musically 

accomplished, but we are keen to hear from parents whose 

children are aged between seven and ten years of age who 

have an ear for music and who will be committed to uphold 

and enhance our marvellous choral tradition. 

Financial assistance 

Bursaries are provided for each individual.  Probationers re-

ceive a small sum each term.  After initial training has been 

completed, a Junior Bursary is paid.  Mature Choristers receive 

an increased bursary. 
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Contact Details 

Detailed guidelines for parents are available.  For further 

information on any aspect of the Cathedral Choir, including 

arrangements for auditions, please contact the Director of 

Music, Philip Rushforth, who will be delighted to speak with 

you. 

Philip Rushforth 

Director of Music 
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